[Ethics and long-term nutritional support in children].
Since its outset, parenteral nutrition has led to deep ethical thinking. These interrogations have increased over the last 30 years when faced with the problems brought about by the concept of intestinal failure and parenteral nutrition dependence, by the quality of life of these children and the endeavors to wean them from this artificial nutrition at the price of major therapeutic innovation. Thirty years later, regulated programs of home parenteral nutrition and of intestinal (and liver) transplantation instigate new ethical interrogations. It is the expert's responsibility to take these points into account when making strategic choices which he will then discuss with the families.